
A Community of Ministries, December 3, 2023

Baptism Information: 
Please contact Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 
or email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com
Eucharist Celebrated: 
Saturday 4:00 PM   
Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish 
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Weekday Masses: 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 AM
and Thursday at 5:30 PM
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
    Confessions are heard inside the church 
        2:30 PM - 3:15 PM on Saturdays.

 

Parish Mission Statement
 

   We, the parish community of St George, 
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in 
our lives. Together with the universal Church, 
we are nourished and sustained through the 
Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and  we are 
inspired by the proclamation of the Word, 
guided by the Holy Spirit. We continually 

seek to grow in a deeper understanding of 
our faith, to respect the sanctity of human life, 
and respond to what Jesus asks of us in our 

time by sharing our gifts and participating 
in parish activities and outreach to others.

40 Brattle Street   Worcester, MA 01606
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
Parish Staff:  It is our privilege to serve you. 
Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor   Ext. 112
Rev. Thomas H. Hultquist, Res. Sr. Priest Ext.122
Deacon Paul T. Audette  Ext.113
Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach   
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.111
Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant 
office@saintgeorgesparish.org  Ext.110
Fax 508-854-0864
Current Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM  
Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:  
mkhessel@aol.com
For information regarding Pastoral Care of the 
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and 
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the 
Parish Office.

Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

December 3, 2023  -  First Sunday of Advent  

St. George Catholic Church

Jesuss saidd too hiss disciples:: “Bee watchful!!  Bee alert!!  
Youu doo nott knoww whenn thee timee willl come.””  

1stt  Sundayy off Adventt  -- Hopee  

mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:mkhessel@aol.com
www.saintgeorgesparish.org
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Deaconn  Paull  Audettee 
James Martin  

(In this excerpt from an essay in the September 26, 1998 
“America” magazine, Fr. Martin addresses his own 

physical infirmities and how these have given 
him several important spiritual insights)

“Particularly sobering after my operation was the realization 
that this – lying in an uncomfortable hospital bed, losing con-
trol of my body, feeling helpless and sick – is something that 
probably awaits me in the future, as it awaits most of us…The 
tumor turned out to be benign, and so I hope it’s not for an-
other 40 or 50 years that I will face my final hospital visit. 
And, who knows, what takes me to God may not involve a 
visit to the hospital...Nevertheless, it’s the way most of us will 
end our lives…All of this is very instructive.  Our lives are 
framed by experiences of helplessness and pain – that is, 
birth and death.  And this framing helps to put the years in 
between into sharper perspective.  For if we can realize our 
radical dependence on God at the beginning and the end, 
then the life in between becomes more realistic, and ultimate-
ly we are made more aware of our constant need for God, in 
both sickness and health.” 

Friday, December 8th, is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception and a Holyday of Obliga-
tion.  Masses will be on Thursday, December 7th, at 
5:30 P.M. and Friday at 8:00 A.M. & 12:10 P.M. 

Attention Altar Servers, Lectors & Eucharistic Ministers!  There 
is a sheet in the sacristy to sign up for any of the holyday 
Masses on December 7th or 8th.  

Advent: Preparing for the Lord’s Coming 1
We often refer to the Advent and Christmas seasons as times 
of wonder and contemplation.  Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
tells us that caring for and cultivating creation is an instruction 
given by God not only at the beginning of creation and history 
but one that is given to each one of us.  So the wonder of 
God’s creation is something that we should see every day.  
Advent gives us the opportunity to renew ourselves in this God-
given instruction.  Yet we are easily guided with selfish pride 
whenever we want to dominate, exploit, manipulate and pos-
sess what God has given to us in creation.  To truly appreciate 
creation as a gift from God we must preserve it.  This is not 
only respecting creation but the God who has provided it for us.   
When we contemplate the wonder of God’s creation, whether it 
be to watch a sunrise or to taste the sweetness of the fruits of 
the earth, we do what the last Jesuit scholar Fr. Walter 
Burghardt called a “long, loving look at the real,” when referring 
to what contemplation truly means.  Living and enjoying this 
kind of wonder and contemplation can help us to better appre-
ciate these seasons.

Advent Evening of Prayer & Reflection : Once again, we will 
have our Advent Evening of Prayer & Reflection with the op-
portunity to go to confession on Tuesday, December 19th, from 
6:30 - 8:00 P.M. here in church.  In addition to this time, there 
will be an additional time for Prayer & Reflection with the op-
portunity to go to confession on Saturday, December 16th, from 
2:00 - 3:15 P.M.
This year in order to avoid excessive overcrowding in the 
church building as well as to avoid a serious parking problem in 
the church parking lot and the surrounding streets (especially 
Rochelle Street) on December 24th in the afternoon, we are 
offering a second Mass that afternoon at 5:30 P.M. here in 
church.  Please take advantage of this second Mass on De-
cember 24th in order to avoid overcrowding the church. There-
fore, in anticipation of Christmas, the Mass schedule for this 
holyday is as follows: 
 

  Sunday, December 24th:              Monday, December 25th:
       4:00 P.M. - Church                          8:00 A.M. - Church
       5:30 P.M. - Church                        10:00 A.M. - Church

Fr.. Niccollss        

 Fromm Yourr Pastorr                                 

Saturday, December 2, 2023
        4:00 PM In Memory of Bertha LeFrancois, 
                  21st Anniversary 
                  Requested by her Daughter Lu Boucher 

Sunday, December 3, 2023
     8:00 AM In Memory of Robert J. Reidy, Sr. and 
                  Virginia M. Reidy
                  Requested by their Family  
10:00 AM In Memory of John R. Popolizio
                 Requested by Paul Sluckis 

Monday, December 4, 2023 
   8:00 AM In Memory of Shane Coutino
                 Requested by the Ajbani Family  

Tuesday, December 5, 2023  No Mass 
Wednesday, December 6, 2023 
    8:00 AM In Memory of Michael G. Woods
                  Requested by his Family  

Thursday, December 7, 2023  
    5:30 PM In Memory of Rita Hayes
                  Requested by Thomas and Judith Delisle 

Friday, December 8, 2023 
      Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
     8:00 AM For the Community of Saint George 
  12:10 PM For the Community of Saint George 

Saturday, December 9, 2023
        4:00 PM In Memory of Eva Marzilli 
                 Requested by her Family 

Sunday, December 10, 2023
     8:00 AM For the Community of Saint George 
10:00 AM In Memory of Joseph “Joey” W. Johnson, 
                 2nd Anniversary
         Requested by Joseph, Joanne, and Matthew Johnson 

  Masss Intentionss 

Stewardship Thought of the Week

We are the servants of God, each with his or her own task.  
We will be judged good stewards if, at His coming, He 

finds us ready and conscientiously pursuing the tasks to 
which we have been called. 
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                                                                                             Diocese of Worcester 
                                                                                              Office of the Bishop
                                                                                                     49 Elm Street 
                                                                                                                       Worcester, MA 01609                                                             November 30, 2023                       
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,                
   On the weekend of December 10 our parishes will be conducting the appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  According 
to the National Religious Retirement Office, last year, only 31 our of 505 religious communities were adequately funded to care 
for nearly 24,000 elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. 
   Religious communities of women and men were devoted to establishing Catholic schools, hospitals, and charitable agencies.  
Often this progress came at great sacrifice, and many older sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served for little of no pay.  
   Earlier this year, Pope Francis wrote, “there is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel.”  While this annual 
collection assists those who have retired from their careers, they never retire from their vows and keep the needs of the people
they served for a lifetime in their daily prayers.  Currently, 71% of the religious communities have a median age of 70 or older, the 
highest it has been since this national collection began. 
   Just as our annual Celebrate Priesthood event helps our diocese to care for its retired diocesan priests, this national collection 
assists many religious communities to provide for aging members.  Rising health-care costs and decreased income compound 
the struggle to provide adequate care.  
   Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious provides vital funding for medications, nursing care, and more.  It also helps reli-
gious congregations implement long-range retirement strategies, even as they continue to serve the People of God.  
   I recognize this is but one of numerous worthy causes in need of assistance; I ask simply that you consider giving to those who 
have given a lifetime.  If you are unable to donate at Mass, please mail your gift to your parish, donate through your parish’s 
online giving platform, or donate at the diocesan website, https://worcesterdiocese.org  In thanksgiving for their faithful service, 
please join me in supporting the Retirement Fund for Religious and in praying for God’s blessing on our nation’s elderly and infirm 
religious women and men.                    
                   With every prayerful best wish, I remain, 
                                                                                           Sincerely yours in Christ, 

                                                                                                + Robert J. McManus
                                                                                                 Most Reverend Robert J. McManus
                                                                                                 Bishop of Worcester

                                                            
                    Weekly Collection           Thank you! 
        November 13 - November 26, 2023   

                   On-line Giving:  $2,518.20 +    $953.20
Ordinary Collection:     $6,329.00 + $5,188.00                                
                        Total:        $14,988.40

                   Hopee  
             
            Visitation House, Inc. 

Visitation House in Worcester provides housing and support 
for pregnant women who need assistance, support and kind-
ness.  St. George’s Community has helped with contributions 
to Visitation House through the Baby Bottle Drive.  The drive 
this year will be during the season of Advent.  Instead of filling 
a baby bottle with spare change your can donate in 2 ways:

Donate online: www.visitationhouse.org or send a check to
Visitation House, Inc. 119 Endicott St., Worcester, MA 01610

Please indicate in the Memo on your check that the 
donation is from St. George’s Church.  

Please keep Visitation House in your prayers.  Call the Parish 
Office with any questions at 508-853-0183. 

Thank you for your prayers and generous support!    

   A welcoming home for women with 
Unplanned pregnancy in Worcester, MA 

                          Parish Calendar    
Saturday, December 2, 2023  Giving Tree Tags                            
8:00 AM Rosary Group                                                     Church
8:00 PM AA Meeting      Church Hall 
Sunday, December 3, 2023  Return Giving Tree Tags 
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop                                        Church Hall
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Rel. Ed grades 1-8                Parish Center
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                       Church Hall
6:00 PM Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa Church   Steps/Church Hall
Monday, December 4, 2023
7:00 PM - 8:15 PM Faith Sharing Room 108           Parish Center 
Tuesday, December 5, 2023    
4:30 PM - 5:30 PM Rel. Ed grades 1-8                    Parish Center
Wednesday, December 6, 2023
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM Gentle Yoga                                Church Hall
2:00 PM - 3:15 PM Faith Sharing Room 108           Parish Center
Thursday, December 7, 2023  
11:00 AM Faith Sharing Room 108                       Parish Center
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night                                Church 
Friday, December 8, 2023 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Ministry                          Parish Center 
Saturday, December 9, 2023  
8:00 PM AA Meeting      Church Hall 
Sunday, December 10, 2023  
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop                                        Church Hall
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Rel. Ed grades 1-8                Parish Center
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy                      Church Hall
11:00 AM - 12:15 PM Confirmation Classes            Parish Center 

https://worcesterdiocese.org
www.visitationhouse.org
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 St. George Church Eucharistic Adoration      

The Thursday evening and Friday morning  
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration will be on:  

Thursday, January 4 , 2024 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM and  
Friday, January 5, 2024 after 8:00 AM Mass - 10:00 AM. 
Come and join us spending time with Jesus.  All are welcome.  

Prayer Before or After Mass             
 
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 
with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, 
gathered at his right hand, they may be wor-
thy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen  

Notice from the Diocesan  
Office of Healing and Prevention 

 

If you have been abused or victimized by someone represent-
ing the Catholic Church, please  believe in the possibility for 
hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come forward 
and speak out. Contact Judith Audette, Diocese of Worcester: 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, call her at (508) 929-4363. 

Vianney Dinner 
 

The next Vianney Dinner is on Monday, December 18th at 
The Holy Name of Jesus House of Studies 

located on 51 Illinois Street, Worcester. 
Mass at 6:05 PM, Dinner at 6:30 PM and Social at 7:00 PM 

These are nights for men, high school age and up, interested 
in learning more about priestly vocation. An RSVP is not 
needed but helpful: email dinfante@saintpaulknights.org 

                                  
                                                                                       

                            Online Weekly Rosary        

      Urban Missionaries from Our Lady of Hope 
    If you would like to join via Zoom for a weekly Rosary: 
                 Every Sunday, 6:00 PM via ZOOM        

                     Send an email to mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com  
   put “Rosary” = subject line. ZOOM link sent to your email.   

Holy Hour to Pray for Priests 
Immaculate Conception Church  

353 Grove Street Worcester 
 

Friday, December 8th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 

The holy hour of prayer for priests consists of time for silent 
adoration, a short reflection, the rosary and benediction.  

 

Repeats every second Friday of each month.  

Become a Certified Spiritual Director 
Immaculate Conception Center 

600 Liberty Highway, Putnam, CT 
 

Winter 1 (of 3): Jan. 28 - Feb. 10, 2024.   
Application due Date September 1, 2023.   

The Immaculate Conception Center in Put-
nam CT, partnership with Franciscan University of Steuben-
ville, is offering a three year training program for those who 
feel called to serve as Spiritual Directors.  Classes are taught 
during a two-week winter training session each year.     

 

For application visit: Immaculateconceptioncenter.org.   
If you have any questions, you can either email us at:  

admin@immaculateconceptioncenter.org call 860-928-7955.   

 

St. George Family Prayer Night  
Thursdays 6:00 PM     

 

     In the Church, there is a gathering of    
     people who pray for all families. The                
     Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary 
     are prayed. This is a wonderful  
     opportunity to learn to pray the  
     Rosary.   Eucharistic Adoration is    
     also a part of this wonderful time of   
     prayer on the first Thursday & Friday 
     of each month.  Come Pray the   
     Rosary with us.  All are welcome.  

                     Extra Weekday Masses during Advent 
                        Christ the King Parish 

                   1052 Pleasant St., Worcester 
                   Starting Monday, December 4th 
                  Masses will be M - F at 5:30 PM 

 

Advent begins on the weekend of December 2nd and 3rd.  
Christ the King Parish.  Masses will be Monday through Friday 
from 5:30 PM to 6:00 PM.  The only exception will be on De-
cember 8th for The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 
when Mass will be at 6:00 PM rather than 5:30 PM.  

 

Call Christ the King Parish Office at 508-754-5361 if questions. 

 

         Join us for Coffee Shop Club  
    After 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Masses 
 

Dec. 3 - Steve Toole and Team  
Dec. 10 - Dave Walsh and Team  
Dec. 17 - Mark Cormier and Team 
Dec. 24 - No Coffee Shop   
Coffee, donuts, bulkies, and fellowship!  We NEED TEAM 
MEMBERS!  Each team serves once every 10 weeks.  All 
teams need help.  Sign up at the Coffee Shop, come to find 
out more about how you can help, and help a team!     

Contact Andy Fish:  andy@andyTfish.com or 508-901-7813   

 $1.00 each 

            St. George Church  
              Waiting on a King - Night of Advent Music 

              Thursday, December 13th, 2023 
             From 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM                       

                       Come join us in the Church for a night of   
                           Advent-themed contemporary music,   
                      readings and reflection.  There will be  
                   refreshments downstairs after the music to  
                  enjoy some social time with one another.  We  
                 hope you can spare some time from your busy  
                schedules to join us and unwind as we prepare 
                 for the birth of Christ.  We look forward to  
                   seeing you all there!      

mailto:dinfante@saintpaulknights.org
mailto:mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com
mailto:admin@immaculateconceptioncenter.org
mailto:andy@andyTfish.com
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                     Youth Ministry 
    Meeting: December 8th, and 15th              
    7:00 - 8:00 PM in the Church Hall       

Youth Ministry is open to grades 7-12.  Come find out more 
about Youth Ministry and what we will be doing this year!   
Contact Jay with any questions at jguillette@charter.net 

Baptisms in the Church Family 

 If you, a family member, or friend is interested 
  in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, we  
invite you to contact us today. Please contact:  
Susan Pacek by either phone 508-856-9960 

or email st.geobaptism@gmail.com 

 

                    Religious Education                                                                    
                       “Growing Together in Faith” Sarah Kelly, Administrator     
                                    Phone: 508-852-1784  
                               sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org                                                                        

 
Welcome to St. George  

Religious Education Classes 2023 - 2024 
 

Schedule Online:  The schedule for all religious education 
classes, grade one through confirmation, can be found on the 
parish website.  Be sure to check the website frequently for 
any updates.   
 

Emails, Website & Remind App:  All important updates 
are typically sent out through email.  We also post any chang-
es to the schedule, or important updates on the parish website.  
A 3rd way, and often the quickest, of getting information out to 
families is through the Remind App. Simply text the code 
@397b76 to 81010.  You can also follow the link on the 
parish website to sign up for the Remind App.  
 

Confirmation: The next class for Confirmation I & II will be 
on Sunday, December 10th 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM in the Parish 
Center.  Make sure to check our website for updates.  
 

Volunteers Needed:  We are still in need of volunteers,  
especially those willing to be called as substitutes.  Please 
prayerfully consider donating your time and talent to the young 
people of our parish.  All curriculum and lesson plan materials 
are provided, as well as teaching support. Please email Sarah 
Kelly at sarah.kelly@saintgeorgeparish.org 

Word of Life: Intercessions for Life                       

                       For all the faithful: 
                          May the Lord help us build a culture of life  
                                in vigilant expectation of his return: 
                                             We pray to the Lord.  
 

                     “The Gospel of Life recognizes the full range   
                 of threats against human life, from poverty and  
                 malnutrition to murder and war.  Particular em-  
                        phasis, however, is placed on threats to life  
                            at its beginning and end - precisely when   
                            it is most in need of protection.  In mod- 
                       ern times, children in their mothers’ wombs  
                      and those approaching the end of their lives   

                      are certainly among the ’least of these’ in       
                       our world’s estimation.”                     

                                                            USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  
                        https://respectlife.org  and visit  
                        https://www.usccb.org/prolife 

               March for Life  
       Registration now open! 
 

Plan now to attend the 51st annual Mark 
for Life in Washington, DC on: January 
19, 2024.  Buses will leave from St. 

Paul’s Cathedral on Thursday, January 18, 2024 following the 
Respect Life Mass at 7:30 pm, and will travel to the Basilica of 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
DC in time for Friday morning Mass followed by the March for 
Life at noon.  Busses will return to Worcester immediately fol-
lowing the march, arriving back at St. Paul’s at approximately 
1:00 AM on Saturday, January 20, 2024.  Cost is $125/seat.   
 

Registration deadline is December 15, 2023, on a first 
come first serve basis. For more details and to download a 

registration form visit: www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life 
or contact the Respect Life Office at 508-929-4311 or send 
email to Allison LeDoux: aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org.  

The Family Connection 
 

As you light the first candle of your Advent Wreath, think about 
ways you can prayerfully prepare for the birth of Jesus in to-
day’s world.  Hope is the meaning of the first week of Advent.  
Pray together as a family at dinner that Jesus will enter our 
hearts and His light will shine throughout the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           

 

Grandparents: All interested grandparents are asked to 
pray for the safety and well-being of their grandchildren.  Cop-
ies of grandparent prayers are available on the table in the 
Church Hall. Contact the Parish Office if you have any ques-
tions: office@saintgeorgesparish.org      
 

Grandparents make forever heartfelt memories. 

 

What is the meaning of the  
1st week of Advent? 

mailto:jguillette@charter.net
mailto:st.geobaptism@gmail.com
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org
mailto:sarah.kelly@saintgeorgeparish.org
mailto:aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org
mailto:office@saintgeorgesparish.org
https://respectlife.org
https://www.usccb.org/prolife
www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life
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               A Community of Ministries
St. George Parish Outreach

Ann Doyle 508-450-4134                       
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org

Hope For Housing Cards 
           Help Prevent 
   Family Homelessness     
  

Hope for Housing is a non-profit program developed by our 
parishioner Matt Ryan. Matt has left us with this legacy which 
utilizes the collective buying power of 30 congregations to 
raise money for the prevention of family homelessness. 
     These Gift Cards for local retailers, including Big Y, CVS, 
Dunkin' Donuts, Hannaford, Panera, Shaws, Stop & Shop 
Target, Starbucks, and TJ Max are purchased in bulk, which 
in turn are sold to members of participating congregations 
who receive the full value of the card. The retailers donate 
2-10% of all sales to the Hope for Housing program. By pur-
chasing gift cards for your use at local retailers, you can help 
to stabilize families by providing counseling and support.

Gift Cards Make Great Christmas Gifts!
Helping Prevent Homelessness & Giving to Others!

Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards” available after all 
Masses.  See Dave and Sue Genereux in the Church Hall 

after Mass. Any questions call them at: 978-833-0306

Eucharistt andd Prayerss forr thee Sick  p
Especially during these difficult times, please call to let us know 
if a family member or neighbor is hospitalized, homebound or 

ill.  Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134. We want to be with you in 
prayer and support. We can perhaps arrange a visit and possi-
bly bring Eucharist. Remember that due to HIPAA regulations, 

unless you allow the hospital or health care institution to re-
lease information and list St. George’s as your religious affilia-
tion, we are not informed that you are a patient.  Thank you. 

Thank you for Reaching Out!
Thank you once again for providing Turkeys for 
30 families at Our Lady of Providence Parish here 
on Lincoln Street.  You have kept this wonderful 
tradition going for over two decades! 

All Giving Tree Gift Returns are due no later 
than after the 10:00 AM Mass on Sunday.  
Thank you all so very much for making Christmas 
happen for over 500 men, women and children in 
Worcester! 
Volunteers to help sort and deliver are invited to join 
in after Mass.  If you have signed up to deliver gifts 
please see Cheryl and Andy Labrecque.  

Contact Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 with any questions         

All Are Welcome! 
Visitor or parishioner, sure or struggling, young or old, no 

matter what your day has been like so far–
you belong here. We all belong to Christ.

Rejoicing or grieving, faith filled or doubting, 
poor or wealthy, no matter what your race, 

orientation or marriage situation–
you belong here. We all belong to Christ.

With children or childless, weary or wondering, 
sick or anxious, Interfaith family or Interdenominational, no 
mater how long you may have been away from church or 

where you have been -
you belong here. We are all God’s people.

                        We invite you to join us in worship, prayer,    
                       ministry and service. Want to know more? 

                      Call or text Annie Doyle: 508-450-4134 

Folks at our three 
Food Pantries Still Need Help

Special Needs for December are: 
Jelly and Healthy Snacks

and as always, Grocery Gift Cards.
These are items that are not available at the 
Worcester County Food Bank. Due to the cur-
rently desperate food needs we now make week-
ly trips to WCFB to increase the food which we 
are able to share with families in need.

mailto:annie@saintgeorgesparish.org
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Our Parish Vision: To wwelcome all, build cconnections to Christ 
and one another, and  llivee ourr faithh as true disciples of Jesus.

Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner  
        Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran  
Saintgeorgespiritualgrowth@gmail.com

Interested in being 
involved in Emmaus Ministry?

Your ideas, talents 
and time are most welcomed! 

Contact Andrea or JoAnn for more
information at 508-853-0183 or
emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com

Words of Wisdom
Here are some spiritual words of wisdom written by Father 
Walter Farrell, O.P. about the needlessness of worry. Fr. Far-
rell died in 1951.
Let God tend to the hopeless-looking things. You are a Chris-
tian, a foreigner to worry and a close friend of gaiety. It 
seems to me quite entrancing to be able to pile into bed real-
izing there is someone as big as God to do all the worrying 
that has to be done. Worry, you know, is a kind of reverence 
given to a situation because of its magnitude; how small it 
must be through God’s eyes. You can’t get everything done 
in a day, nor can you get any part of it done as well as it 
could be, or even as well as you’d like it; so, like the rest of 
us, you putter at your job with a normal amount of energy, for 
a reasonable length of time, and go to bed with the humiliat-
ing yet exhilarating knowledge that you are only a child of and 
not God himself.”
Spiritual Growth Committee members: Bonnie Moran – Chair; 
Deacon Paul Audette, Joan Talbot; Patti Walsh; Helen Hur-
ley, and Kyle Lewandowski. Fr. Niccolls as ex officio member.

Advent Faith Sharing Groups    
If you are interested in learning more 
about Faith Sharing groups, contact JoAnn 
Nally at phone number 508-527-6973.  

Next meetings on Mondays are:
December 4th, 11th, and 18th
from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Next meetings on Wednesdays are:
December 6th, 13th and 20th 
from 2:00 PM - 3:15 PM     
Meetings are in the Parish Center 
Room 108—Handicapped Accessible. 

                                    
                                      1st Sunday of Advent
“Be Prepared!” is the motto of the Boy Scouts and our Scout-
master frequently put us to the test. Creating different scenari-
os, the Scout leaders would ask us how we would respond and 
what choices we would make. The situations ranged from 
medical emergencies and first aid to helping someone who 
was lost or caught in severe weather. To 12- and 13-year-old 
boys, it was the stuff of adventure!
   “Be Prepared” could be a family’s motto for Advent. But how 
do you prepare for Christmas? Begin with an Advent wreath 
and light it each evening before dinner. Pray a special prayer 
for each other every day. Plan a time for the whole family to 
celebrate Reconciliation, or attend Mass during the week, or 
watch and talk about a spiritual film. Discuss what Christmas 
means and remember the best of Christmas’s past. Read the 
Scripture readings assigned for each day and keep a journal of 
your thoughts. Prepare a meal, or donate clothing to a shelter 
or soup kitchen. Meaningful discussion, spiritual practices and 
anticipating the celebration of Christmas will prepare everyone 
to welcome the Savior. Make a plan that takes you on a spiritu-
al adventure!     
                                                          ~James Gaffney © Pilot Bulletins

         Adventt Wreathh Prayer 
Lordd Ourr God

We praise you for your Son, Jesus;
He is Emmanuel, the hope of all people. 

He is the wisdom that teaches and guides us;
He is the Savior of every nation.

Lordd God
Let Your blessing come upon us as 
we light the candles of this wreath. 

May the wreath and its light be a sign
of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 

May He come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen..  

mailto:Saintgeorgespiritualgrowth@gmail.com
mailto:emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com
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HOLDEN
508-829-4333

www.sunnysideford.com

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Richard Mansfield, Ricky Mansfield
Funeral Directors

1158 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4434

100 Worcester Road, Sterling
978-422-0100

Advanced Funeral Planning 
www.milesfuneralhome.com

65 Water St. Fl 2 Worcester, MA
1-888-292-1809 (Toll Free) Intake Dept • www.centuryhomecare.com

• Skilled Nursing • Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy 
• HHA’s • Licensed Social Worker

We Accept Most 
Insurances including 

Medicare & Mass Health
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

Connect 
to coverage 
that cares
Commonwealth Care Alliance®

Massachusetts (PPO) brings 
together a community of local 
support to help you get the most 
out of your health plan. This is 
Medicare that’s comprehensive 
and coordinated. 

Join a partnership in healthcare 
between local doctors and people 
like you.
ccama.org/connect

CCA Medicare Preferred (PPO) and CCA Medicare Value (PPO) are health 
plans with a Medicare contract. Enrollment depends on contract renewal. H9414_23_434_M

CALL NOW
833.791.9968

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All 
Installation 
Costs*

*Add’l terms apply. Offer subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/31/23.

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS

ONE DAY

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

www.sunnysideford.com
www.milesfuneralhome.com
www.centuryhomecare.com

